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THANK YOU
TO THE FOLLOWING
WITHOUT WHOM THIS GALA
WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE

Gary Brown
Howard Cheiken
Louis Levin
Jesse Monteagudo
Larry Ousley
Adam Perlman
Sammy Picciotto
Daniel Smits
Don Squire
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C D E AT l \/ E Yamit oine

Voice/Violin/Producer

C U | S | N E Yamit and The Vinyl Bilvd

Jazz Ensemble
Tel: 786.554.2999

creativecuisinecatering.com
Petergay de Souza
(954) 731 - 6344
(954) 829 - 6116

Howie
Chair, 50th Anniversary Gala
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| Our Mission: |

To be a Jewish home for
those who seek a safe and
nurturing environment to

experience the spiritual
and educational treasures
of our shard history, and to
enhance the quality of our

members’ lives and the
community as a whole.

Web Site: www.EtzChaimFlorida.org
Email: info@etzchaimflorida.org
Phone: 954 564 9232

¥
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO WE
CALL OUR “JEWELS” AND HAVE HELPED TO UNDERWRITE THIS
MARVELOUS EVENT.

David Aron
Robin Bodiford
Peter Braunfield
Nina Britton
Gary Brown
Mark Brown
Philip Budashewitz
Ric Bustamonte
Howard Cheiken
Jerry Ganz
Harley Green
Steven Greenfield
Jim Hopkins (d. 2024)
Wayne Lampert
Louis Levin
Ed Lieberman
Bill Nissin
Cesar Montes De Oca
Louisa Oakenell
Tony Perry
Sammy Picciotto
Lior R
Daniel Smits
Howie Sorkin
Don Squire
Bob Waterstone
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Louis Levin, President

As President of Congregation Etz
Chaim, | am excited to be writing
this welcome greeting.

We are here simply because of
you.

A vision morphed into a reality.

| am considered one of the newbies, being here under
10 years. | knew | found a home when | first googled
“gay synagogue near me.” When | walked, in everyone
was so warm and welcoming. After a short time, |
joined the Board as VP of membership. | then moved
into the position of President and | am loving it.

| look forward to being a part of Congregation Etz
Chaim as it grows into the next 50 years. During these
difficult times, our Congregation makes sure that you
have a safe home to go to every Friday night and major
Jewish holiday.

Thank you for your support and being a part of this fab-
ulous community.

Louis Levin,
President
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Marcia Weinstein, Spiritual Leader/Shlichat Tzibur

The past two and a half years serving as
the Spiritual Leader of Congregation Etz
Chaim have been some of the most pro-
fessionally and spiritually rewarding
years of my life. | was inspired to earn
my rabbinical smicha so that | can better
serve this amazing community, and | am
very excited for the future.

The history of this wonderful congregation is rich and full of joy.
Its founding was inspirational, and the people who continue to
fulfill its mission to create a welcoming and safe place for
LGBTQ+ Jews, their families, friends, partners, allies and support-
ers, are strong and continue to reach beyond our physical and
geographical boundaries. We invite all who wish to find a safe,
spiritual home in these challenging times, and we offer radical
hospitality and welcoming to every member of the community.

Our goal in the coming years is to enhance our kiruv, outreach,
to the greater LGBTQ+ and Jewish communities, to shine brightly
among the masses and create a unique worship experience with-
in our unique and vibrant community. Thank You so much for
sharing this evening with us, and Thank You for your continued
support of Congregation Etz Chaim. Here’s to the next 50 years!

L'shalom,
Marcia Weinstein, Shlichat Tzibur/Spiritual Leader
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Our Board of Directors

Mark Brown Secretary

Congratulations to the entire Etz
Chaim community, past and pre-
sent. We couldn't have achieved this
historic milestone without your devo-
tion and support. Etz Chaim has been
my spiritual home for the past 20
years. I'm very grateful to have the
opportunity to share my religious be-
liefs and practice my spirituality within
such a caring and supportive commu-
nity. | hope the next 50 years will be
just as rewarding to present and fu-
ture congregants.

Mark Brown

Larry Ousley

Congratulations to Etz Chaim for
reaching this wonderful 50 year
milestone.

| have been a member of Etz
Chaim for 15 years and am A
glad that it was here to fill my spir- \
itual needs.

} 'I IR,

SR ST
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It is a joy to be a member.
Larry Ousley
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Our Board of Directors

Adam Perlman VP Membership

| was born and raised in the Coral
Spring area right here in South Florida
and attended conservative syna-
gogues growing up during my child-
hood. | am an Optometric Physician in
the Broward County area with a focus
in Clinical Research in Ophthalmology.
As a member since 2017, Etz Chaim,
has become a perfect fit for me as |
can identify with our community of
professional, intellectual, LGBTQ individuals and supporters in a
warm, comfortable setting. In other words, Etz Chaim is the catalyst
that has brought my Jewish life and my sexual identity together. |
am currently active in the Broward Jewish Federation, study Kabba-
lah, and I'm involved in many Jewish South Florida groups. | have
been known to deliver a D'var Torah when our service leader is out,
and it has been such a great experience! Please come see me and
say hello.

Adam Perlman

Sammy Picciotto Treasurer

Being part of the Etz Chaim Family has sweetened and enriched my
life.

These are the moments when we must
stand together and be strong and proud
Jews. These are the times when we must
show our love and support of our eternal
homeland, Israel.

We WILL dance and thrive again.
AM ISRAEL CHAI.
Mazal Tov,

Sammy Picciotto
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Our Board of Directors

Don Squire Vice President

As a long-time member of Congrega-
tion Etz Chaim, | feel that the shul
and | have something in common: A
desire to enable the LGBTQ Jewish
community to have a dedicated place
for "Spiritual Enlightenment", as well
as an opportunity for additional edu-
cational, social and Biblical
knowledge! | like to think that my
participation as Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Board helps facilitate this

end.
Don Squire ] .

72
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One of the logos we experimented with in 1974
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Our Logos Throughout The Years
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Our Founding Members

May 2,-1974 losation: 2650 3, W. 23. 4. Ave,
Miemi, Florida Hosts: Herb Klein % Phil Gautier
Attending: Herd Elein, Phil Gautler, Jay Freier,
Pall Wellach, Howle Sorxin, Rev, Keith Davis,
and Sylvia Murphy

. Resolved: To meet every two weeks st the homes of
various meabers.
To seek out permenent quarters in whieh £° hold
future neetings and funetions.
To work with #,.C.C. of Mlami,
Other Business: Contact Sam at the Hamlet-Co.
Grove)-he has indicated a desire to zive ald,
both financial and particinatory.
Contset Habbi Landesau and Rabbli Altzan.
Next meeting- May 1%, 1974 8 P.M. af Jay and
Pall's

12



CONGREGATION ETZ CHAIM — 50TH ANNIVERSARY — SOUVENIR BOOKLET

Our First President, Jay Freier

Jay Freier, was born on December 2, 1947
and passed away on March 12, 1991. He
was dearly loved by everyone who knew
him. He took our Synagogue from non-
existent to a thriving organization. He was
an inspiration to all of us and played a
very important role in every aspect of the
Synagogue’s success from donating tre-
mendous amounts of time to starring in
the famous and very successful “Yentette”
shows and parties that the Synagogue
used to put on.

Jay Freier - 1975 .

Jay was a President of Presidents, for not only was he the first Presi-
dent of Congregation Etz Chaim, but he also was the first President of
the Gay Men’s Chorus and the President of the Miami Chapter of the
ACLU. He touched the lives of so many people

He was a Special Education Teacher and extremely devoted to his stu-
dents. He was available 24 hours a day - 7 days a week for them. Not
only did he give his students his personal phone number, but also
made himself available to meet them at any time if they needed him.
He was the Chair of the Special Education Department at North Miami
Beach Senior High School and won the prestigious Teacher Of The Year
Award.

He also worked as a travel agent and took very good care of all his
friends when it came to making reservations and trip planning. Unfor-
tunately, Jay died too young from complications of AIDS. Who knows
how many more great things he might have accomplished in his life?
His funeral was attended by more than 1,000 people including dignitar-
ies from the government, charitable organizations and members of the
business community. The funeral procession was so long that traffic
was stopped on the Palmetto Expressway in order to accommodate
the huge parade of cars. Jay was a “ P TY¥ Tzddik,” a truly wonderful
and righteous man.

13
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Our Presidents

1974
Jay Freier

1978
Leslie Rozner

1980
Larry Friedlander*

1981
Doree Benson

1983
Bob Waterstone

1984
Marc Levin

1985
Bob Waterstone

1986
Michael Greenspan

1988
Jerry Greenstein

1989
Jesse Monteagudo

1991
Mitch Novack

1993
Ray Levi

1995
Joshua Winters

1996
Lauren Loebl

1996
Michael Greenspan

1998
Charles Green

2000
Dr. Steven Leidner

2000
Doree Benson

2003
Robin Gross

2004
Brad Kane

2007
Lyn Saberg

2010
Robin Gross, David Yalen

2011
Lauren Gultz

2012
Daniela Mitrovic

2013
Jesse Monteagudo

2016
Jack Karp

2016
Jeff Landsman-Wohilsifer

2020
David Yalen

2020
Robin Gross

2021
Naomi Siegel

2022 - Louis Levin

*Larry was a survivor Kristallnacht, November 9, 1938 in Berlin,
Germany. Steven Spielberg made a video of his remembrance. It
can be viewed at the Holocaust Museum in Washington D.C.
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Our Rabbis

Harold Caminker
Rachel Hartzman
Greg Kanter
Noah Kitty
Marcia Weinstein, Spiritual Leader/Shlichat Tzibur

Our Cantorial Soloists

Michael Greenspan
Jerry Berkowitz
Harley Green

Our Many “Homes”

Biscayne Boulevard Lutheran Church
YWCA, Downtown Miami
Aljaman’s Art Studio, North Miami Beach
19094 West Dixie Highway, Ojus
Levitt-Weinstein Funeral Parlor, Hallandale
Unitarian Universalist Church, Oakland Park
1881 N.E. 26 Street, Wilton Manors

(Former) Sun Trust Bank building — Church,
Wilton Manors

Temple Beth Torah, Tamarac
The Pride Center, Wilton Manors
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A Tribute to Michael Greenspan

Past President, Cantorial Soloist

Michael Robert Greenspan, 1949-2017
by Jesse Monteagudo

Michael Greenspan, Congregation Etz
Chaim’s cantorial soloist and two-term
president, was an amazing, multi-
faceted human being. He was a well-
respected educator and finalist for
Broward County Teacher of the Year.
He was a talented musician whose
greatest passion was for the accordion.
Michael was a great singer, a fine com-
poser, and an accomplished arranger.
During the 1970s’ Michael was one half
of the Erev Duo and later one fourth of the American Balalaika
Company, which took him around the world and eventually to
South Florida.

In February 1985, shortly after he moved to Miami, Michael read
an ad in David magazine for a “gay” synagogue, Congregation Etz
Chaim. At the time CEC resided in a storefront in Ojus, now part
of Aventura, and did not have a rabbi. He immediately became
an active member of this Synagogue, and for the next 26 years
emerged as one of the most important people in Etz Chaim’s 50-
year history. Michael was elected to the Board within a year of
becoming a member; and served as President of the Congrega-
tion from 1986 to 1988 and from 1996 to 1998.

Not surprisingly, Michael’s most important contributions to Etz
Chaim were musical. He was CEC’s unofficial cantor almost from
the moment that he became active in our Congregation; and
served as our official cantorial soloist from 1999 to 2011. Be-
cause of his valuable contributions to Etz Chaim, Michael re-
ceived several awards and was an honoree at Etz Chaim’s 35th
Anniversary Gala in 2007. Michael was also honored by the Gay
and Lesbian Community Center of South Florida, now the Pride
Center at Equality Park, as one of its “Stars of the Rainbow” in
2008. Michael remained a major part of the CEC family until
2011 and died in 2017.

16
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A History of Congregation Etz Chaim

Formally
THE METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE
OF GREATER MIAMI M.C.S

In the Spring of 1974, six Jewish friends of the Metropolitan Communi-
ty Church of Miami (MCC) and one non-Jew joined together to conduct
a Passover Seder at the church. The success of this Seder laid the
ground work and planted the seed for the Metropolitan Community
Synagogue of Greater Miami, one year later to become Congregation
Etz Chaim. This name was proposed to us by the late Rabbi Sol Landau
of Beth David Congregation. Rabbi Landau was our advocate and gave
us much support. At the time the MCC was the only place in South
Florida where a Gay person could worship openly.

There was a need for anonymity in the 70s and yet word got around
about the Synagogue’s formation. The group opened their homes for
prayer and socializing on a bimonthly basis. We next graduated to the
recreation room of a condominium. Since condominium rules prohib-
ited meetings of clubs on a regular basis, we were faced with the ques-
tion “Where shall we go from here?” We found a warm welcome from
the Center for Dialog, which was housed at the Biscayne Boulevard
Lutheran Church. They let us use their space in the basement of the
church. Our affiliation with the Church lasted almost two years. We
were asked to leave when a member of the Church Board discovered
we were not just a Synagogue...but a GAY Synagogue! Again, we asked
the question “Where shall we go from here?’ We were informed that
the downtown YWCA had been receptive to “controversial” groups.
Thus began a very warm and wonderful affiliation with the Y. We
thought we would be there a very long time. Unfortunately, we were
wrong. The Y was supported by the United Fund. Among those who
ran the Fund were individuals of less than liberal political persuasion.
When they became aware of the Y’s free thinking philosophy, they
threatened to withdraw the Fund's support. The Y did not give in.
When the building was sold and destined to be destroyed, we once
again had to find a new place to meet.

17
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Our History

Even though we did not have a place, we managed to stay together
and held our first Seder in the home of our members Laura Feldman
and Willa Levitt. It was held on Saturday, March 29, 1975. The food
was cooked by Malvina Klein, the mother of Herbie Klein (d. 2021),
one of our founding members.
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Our History

We produced a monthly newsletter which we later called the
Zei Gezundt Gazette. Below is the Volume 1, Number 2:

Metropolitan Community Synagogue
of Greater Miami

P.0. Box 330132
Mienl, Fla. 33133

Yol. I, No. 2 NEWSLETTER Aprdl, 1975

Editor's note: FIRST, and most Important, we would |lke to apologlze to our dbrothers
and sisters In Chicago, Sen Francisco and Boston for not mentioning them In our last
newsletter. It was a sllp on our part and we do hope we are forgiven. We would |lke
to extond special bolated wishes to you and hope that you had a gay Purim holiday.

GREAT NEWS: We aro sure that you will be thrilled to learn that we now have a sanc-
tuary and meeting room. The Center for Dlalogue and the Biscayne Lutheran Church,
7610 Biscayne Blvd., have graclously offered thelr Parish Hall for any and all of
our functions. | am sure that wo are all very thankful for these focilitles, for wo
are not Just being permitted to meet at the Church, we are belng welcomed with open
arms, and as was expressed "we want you to meet here." We are deoply thankful to
Rev. Jack Merz, Pat Mosloy, Betts Watson and Marge Watson who have played an Integral
role In our obtalning this space. We hope that this will be the beginning of a long
and wonderful relationshlp between all of us. The editor hopes that the Synagogue
will think of some way In which we could show our approclation to the Church and to
the Center for Dialogue for thelr most genercus offer.

The following was gliven to mo by the Center for Dialogue:
A _HOMOSEXUAL BILL & RIGHTS

1. Private consensual sex acts botween persons over the age of consent shall not
be offences.

2. Sollcitation for any sexual act shall not be an offense excopt upon the flling of
of 3 complalint by the aggrieved party, not a pollce officer of agent.

3. A person's sexual orlentation or practice shall not be a factor In granting or
renewing of Federal security clearance, visas, and the granting of citizenship.

4. Service In and discharge from the armed services and eligibllity to V.A. benefits
shall be without reference to homosexuality.

5. A person's sexual orlentation or practice shall not affect his eligibllity for
employment with federal, state or local governments.

The socond section of this BIII of Rights will be published In the next newsletter.

= The Ritual Committe would |lke you o submit your name 1f you would like to be 2
rosder, glve a Torah lesson or sponsor a Kiddish, We would Iike each and every per-
son to get the wonderful feeling of direct participation In the service. Please,
don't be shy, PARTICIPATE!!!

- With G-d's help we will be celebrating our first anniversary In May. We hope to
have a lusclous dinner and possibly & show. |f YOU think you would Ilke to do a
numbor (and wo know many of you are talented and are dying to display your talents)
please contact Hordb. Some surprise talent may show up as wellll

- People, some of you are disappolnting us. We really havn't gotten any Julcy gossip
this month. Let's get curselves together ond submit anything, no metter how Insig-
nificant you think It mey be fo Howle S.. Deadline for next newsletter, April 2ist.

NEWS FROM THERE: Melvyn from London will be visiting us In July. Cen't walt to have
you here Melvyn...Chutzpah, from Australla, Is expanding and Is organizing groups
sround the country...Seth Chaym Chadashim, from L.A., held their Seder in the
Century Plaza Hotel...FANCY SHMANCY!!! Thank you London, Australla and Los Angeles
for sending us your bulletins and keeping us posted on your activities.

SHORT THOUGHTS: Thank you Rev. Kelth Davis for mentloning us on the radio...Thank
you Radbb! Landau and Radbl S. Shaplro for your contlnued support and good thoughts...
Happy birthday Hy and Herman...A VERY SPECIAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our wonderful
beloved SYLVIA (April 21). Words cannot express how much we appreciate your presence
ond goodness. May G-d grant you meny more happy aad healthy yesrs. WE LOVE youret
Thank you Bobd for helping us with the malling. It is really & hard job to sddress,
stuff and seal all those envelopes...Thank you Herd and Phil G. for welcoming us

In your home for services. A special thank you to Herb's mother for the beautlful
flowers...Thank you Jay and Phil W. for welcoming us In your home for the rap
session. ..A warm welcome fo our mishpacha (family) Barry, Todd and Mike.

The Mianl group hopes that all our brothers and sisters around the world had 2 Joy-
ous Passover, May this be the start of a now kind of Exodus, an Exodus from hate

20
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Our History

A member of MCC heard of our plight of not having a home. He was
so concerned about where we would meet that he offered us his art
studio for Friday night services. We took all of our belongings and
moved to Aljaman’s art studio in North Miami Beach. Every Friday
night we got to the studio early and transformed it into “our” place.
We set up chairs, tables, cabinets, bought the food for the Oneg, and
then stayed later to break down everything and clean up.

BELOW ARE PICTURES THAT WERE TAKEN AT
ALJAMAN’S ART STUDIO IN NORTH MIAMI BEACH

21
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Our History

19094 West Dixie Highway was used as a worm farm, but the price
and location were right for us at the time. You can imagine what this
place looked like when we first rented it, but we had a dream. Our
first Shabbat service in this unfinished warehouse with its concrete
floors, single lights hanging from roof girders and NO air conditioning
or furniture was very special. In a meeting held after our first ser-
vice, committees and work crews were set up and money was
pledged. We took it upon ourselves to demolish the unit’s entire
guts. We broke down walls and put up new ones. We installed a
new ceiling, lighting, plumbing, kitchen, carpeting, step up podium,
painted, and did whatever else you can think of. We did all of this
work ourselves except for contracting an air-conditioning company.
We were mostly in our late 20s and early 30s. We spent weekends
and any of our spare time in the construction of this space.

WE WENT FROM THIS:
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Our History

TO THIS

TO THIS

TO THIS

TO THIS
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Our History

As we grew and became stronger, we noticed a new pride and confi-
dence in what we were doing. 1976 saw the beginning of our High
Holiday services. In November of that same year, we tried to take out
an ad in the Jewish Floridian. We never achieved that goal, but re-
ceived a front page editorial that was to give us more publicity than
we ever expected.

The Jewish Floridian — November 24, 1976

Gay synagogue for miami?—what do you think?

By FRED K. SHOCHET

m.lewluh noruhn
Congregation Etz Chaim calls
itself the Metropolitan Com-
munity Synagogue of Greater
iami. Mainly, Congregation
T Gliakt 4 o SHOE siigny-of

its members come froih religious
homes here.

For some time now,
Congregation Etz Chaim has
been writing to The Jewish
Floridian asking for publication
of its activities notices.

“IN HELPING us publicize

our group, and groups like ours, a
miszoah will b performed,”
spokesmen_for the’ synagogue
have written us.

“You will be_ instrumental,”
they assure us, “in helping many
persons who have no other place
to turn.”

There are hundreds of syna-
gogues and Jewish organizations
in South Florida that ask for
publication of their activities in
The Jewish Floridian each week.

ADD TO this the many
Jewish-affili izations —

orgumuunns whose membership
|f not entirely, Jewish

lhll pace in our columns,

and it is cl-r that we have a

heavy demand to deal with And a

heavy editorial responsibili

discharge in the matter olservmg

i Page 6-A

"Jewish IFloridian

Combining THE JEWISH UNITY and THE JEWISH WEEKLY

Volume 49 — Number 48' .~

Miami, Florida — Friday, November 26, 1976

By Mail 50 Cents TWO Sections  Price 25 cents

Page6-A

> Jewish Floridian

Friday, November 26, 1976

Gay synagogue for miami?—what do you think?

Continued from Page 1-A!
the needs of the total Jewish
community.

Throughout the years, we have
lu.npud to meet this respon-

sibility and to render the service
of a Jewish community family
newspaper to the best of our
ability.

Am.l 50 it would seem that

Congregation Etz Chaim, the
Metropolitan Community Sym
gogue of Greater Miami,

become one more in the latest,
ever-growing number of rehgmus]
cul

On the one hand, there is not
flinching from a growing fact.
Gay relationships and Gay or

tural and civic organizations
turning to us for assistance.
SO IT would seem.

The point. u um Congugmon
Etz Chaim It was spe-
cfically founded o the needsrof
a Gay membership. This raises
many problems for us.

mumhg and
overt, no longvr reality in
America. This lnclln‘les Jewish
Gay organizations.

Some synagogues have
cropped up across the country
specirmny for their needs. It was

SUDDENLY,
Elz Chaim is no longer a lhl'll}'lf
ut a n, a living person, who
I
On the one hand, the dilemma
seems nmple enough. We are
serve. It would be
mvduval of us to go contrary to
the custom already established
across the nation with mpect to

Congregation Chaim

, are we serving the best
interests of the total community,
or are we contributing to some
sorv.olsumpuu s operation?
we have said, The Jewish
l'londmn has been beset, by this
problem for some time now,
it deserves an intelligent
resolution, if only because of the
pleading "tone of suppo

ay and  Gay
here in South Florida. synagogues. It would be
“WE ARE a positive force in _inquisitorial o be deaf toaplea.  who beg us
writes Congre- _On_the other, there is the
puon Etz Chaim to us in_ l,helr biblical prohibitio;

news coverage.
kumen
like to
interview one of us or come to our
services?”

In an apparent attempt to fend
off objection, Congregation Etz
Chaim has sent along some liter-
ature to explnm its peogHin ':;d

ou will take
{':. time to mzp:ugbmhm and
contact me with any question you
may have.”

E it all more at-
tractive, Congregation Etz
Chaim declares that
like to put an ad in your paper.”’

And then, as if it all were an
accomplished fact, a decision
already made, a bite on their bait
(that ad they offer), one of their
letters wonders: ‘“When can we
expect to see the enclosed press
release printed? If you do not
want to print it, plme have the
courtesy to let me know.
The tone bocomes
desperate and personal:
really looking forward to
receiving a response from you.
Please do not let me down. Do
not practice the that

B

more
“I am

* Leviticus rofers
homosexual relations between
adult males (over the age of 13)
as criminal. “Thou shalt not lie
with mankind, as with
womankind; it is abomination.”
* Leviticus 20:13: stipulotes the
death penaity imposed for both

to

parties 1o the homosexual
activity: “If @ man lies with @

mole os with. woman, balh
have committed

abomination They shall be pot
10 deat

B
Neither does it seem to us that

we are hiding behind Scripture to
offer a foregone negative reply.
The letters and the literature sent
to us by Congregation Etz Chaim
are all signed by someone who
calls  himself, “Chairperson,
Ritual Committee; Edito ews
letter.”” He adds and si
name. But then he plea
would appreciate your not using
my name in any release you may
choose to print.

Why not?

IF WE are to serve the total
‘community, can we do it anony-
Lmusly" Is Congn'gxlwr,h Etz

we as Jews have felt for so many
thousands f years on our our,
for we are Jews; if we cannot
count on our fellow Jows 10 help
us, w ‘can we count on?

politan Community Qynugouuc
of Greater Miami, the organiza-
tion it says it is, or is it some-
thing else’

In serving Congregation Etz
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who declare _they
Iuve mmherphcewtun and
not to “practice the
oppression that we as Jews have
felt for so many thousands of
years.”

UNFORTUNATELY, it has
been difficult for us to arrive at
an intelligent resolution of the
problem if only because there are
1o simple answers.

And so we wonder what the
South Florida Jewish community
thinks about it. We would ap-
preciate your response.

Perhaps, this kind of feedback
can help us to arrive at a con-
sensus of just what the pre
feelings here are and what,
anything, we can do to rationalize
these feelings with our own, as
well as with our sense of the
responsil that any news-
paper has, not just a Jewish
newspaper, to serve its reader-
ship.

The Biblical injunction is
there. But Jews cry out in their
isolation and their need. What do
you think?
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Our History

The Jewish Floridian refused to accept our ad which resulted in the
following letter being sent to the Editor, Fred Schochet:

September 21, 1976

Mr. F. Shochet

C/0 The Jewlish Floridian
120 N.E. 6th Street
Miami, Florida 33132

Dear Mr. Shochet,

| have tried, several times to get In touch with you, however, you have
not responded. | am asking you to please read the enclosed press release and
enter It In the Jewish Floridian. A group such as ours cannot be Ignored any
longer by our Jewish brothers and sisters. Many of us come from Orthodox homes
(two are children of Rabbls) and we feel It Is Imperative that the Jewish com-
munity, at large, becomes aware that an organization such as ours exists. In
helping us publiclze our group, and groups |lke ours, a mitzvah wéll be per-
formed, for you will be Instrumental In helping many persons who have no other
place to turn (and | can guarantee you that many of your readers are gay - a
thought that may not have occurred to you).

We are a positive force In the community. | hope you will take the time
to read our brochure and contact me with any questions you may have. We would
ITke to put an ad In your paper. Possibly you would Ilke to Interview one of
us or come to our services?

When can we expect to see the enclosed press release printed? |f you do
not want to print It please have the coursesy to let me know.

| am really looking forward to recelving a response from you. Please do
not let me down. Do not practice the oppression that we as Jews have felt for
so many thousands of years on your own, for we are Jews; 1f we cannot count
on our fellow Jews to help us, who can we count on?

Thank you so much for your conslderation and cooperation,

_Howard Sozgn X
HHewenrd Lok,
Chairperson,

Ritual Commlttee;
Edltor, Newsletter

(I would appreci#ée your not using my name In any release you may choose
to print).

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY
SYNAGOGUE OF GREATER MIAMI

Catering to alternative life styles
Services each Friday evening
at 8:30

For information call:
i Dade 751-9616

Broward 966-0619
(After 6:00 P.M.)

We placed this ad in the Miami Herald on January 13, 1978
25
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Our History

As the news of our existence spread across the country, another mile-
stone was achieved. We were to become the first successful congrega-
tion in the gay and lesbian community outside of the major centers of
Los Angeles and New York. We soon became the catalyst for future
Congregations in other cities. This eventually led to the 1977 formation
of the World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations, of
which we were a Charter member.

In July 1979, our Synagogue was featured as the cover story of The Mi-
ami Herald Tropic Magazine.

. |

THE GAY
SYNAGOGUE
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Our History

This new willingness to step forward and be recognized drew the
attention of many liberal Jews in the South Florida area. With their
support, we eventually made an application to the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC). On June 7, 1980, Etz Chaim was offi-
cially inducted into the UAHC as their second congregation with an
outreach to the Gay and Lesbian community.

“The liberal movement must be

accomodating to varying Jewish litestyle

needs in the present.

— Rabbi Lewis Bogage. regional divector,
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

‘N. Dade gay synagogue to join
national Reform Jewish group

By JONATHAN D. SALANT
Herald Stat! Writer

Like other Reform Jewish congregations. members
of the Metropolitan Community Synagogue in North
Dade pray for peace, give thanks to God and read from
the Bible. v

But unlike the other synagogues, most of the mem-
bers of Metropolitan Community are gay. And the ser-
vices include a prayer for the day that they can emerge
from hiding and openly admit their homosexuality.

“We use that in our services quite frequently,” said
the synagogue's president, a 55-year-old businessman
who asked not to be identified. “It's from hiding that
the gays will be able to come out of the closet.”

Saturday the 80-member congregation will take a
large step towards acceptance as it formally joins 750
other congregations in the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations (UAHC). the national association of Re-
form Judaism.

The ceremony, beginning at 8 p.m.. wiii be part of
services marking the end of the Jewish Sabbath.

The congregation, which meets in a converted
warehouse at 19094 W. Dixie Highway. wiil be the sec-

ond gay Jewish group to join the UAHC, which repre-
sents 1.2 miliion Reform Jews nationwide. The first. in
Los Angeles, has been a member for several years, ac-
cording to Rabbi Lewis Bogage. UAHC southeast re-
gional director.

There are no gay synagogues in the Orthodox and
Conservative Jjudaism national organizations, Bogage
said. <

“The Reform movement is more tolerant.” Bogage
said. "They are the defined liberal movement. The chal-
lenge is that the liberal movement must be accommo-
dating to varving Jewish lifestyle needs in the pres-
ent.”

The Metropolitan Community congregation was
formed five vears ago. The group moved into their
present neadquarters iast August.

“Some rabbis have said that we would be more
than welcome to join their congregations.” said the
synagogue president. “The people who belong to our
group just feel more comfortable [as a separate entity .

“To many of them |[Metropolitan members}, we're
not just thei low congregants but we're their fami-
ly. I have ad this group to be closer than any con-
gregation ve belonged to.”
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Rabbi Lewis Bogage presenting UAHC Charter to Etz Chaim.
To the right, Leslie Rozner, former President

Below, President Larry Friedlander addressing crowd, The cere-
mony was held outside to accommodate the overflow crowd.
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In 1987, the two units adjacent to ours became vacant and we took
them over. We turned one third of the property into a sanctuary and
the other two-thirds into our reception room where we had great
Onegs and parties. Once again, we did all of this work ourselves. We
were thankfully, so successful that our room could not accommodate
all the people we had for our parties and so we had to rent the Bis-
cayne Gardens Civic Center for our large functions. Our parties drew
over 200 people. We once again did all the setting up, provided all the
food, broke down and also put on our own spectacular drag shows fea-
turing the “World Famous Yentettes.” We had no help. We were all
volunteers. We invested many hours rehearsing. We made our own
costumes and scenery, produced all the music and did our own chore-
ography. We always sold out all of our shows.

|t
‘ M.C.S. Presents ... "THE YENTETTES"
AT THE LB i STARLIGHT CAFE X

COMPLIMENTARY FOOD =~ - - MUSIC - - - DANCING - - - SHOW - - - DOOR PIRZES - - - FUN FOR ALl

SATURDAY NIGHT .. MAY 31, 1986 at the Biscayne Gardens Civic Center ... DOORS OFEN AT 8 PuM.
15000 North Miami Avemue

3 \’EHIIP >

TICKETS ...$512 Members donation $15 Non-Members donation

...for futher information call 931-9318 S R—
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Our History — The YENTETTES
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Our History — The YENTETTES

In the autumn of 1981, we conducted our first workshop on being
Gay/Lesbian Jews at the UAHC Southeast Region biennial in Mobile,
Alabama. In 1982, it was brought to our attention that the UAHC's
new Torah Commentary was quite negative when dealing with homo-
sexuality. In response, we presented a second workshop at the next
regional biennial in Jacksonville, Florida. This was followed with a
presentation to the Southeastern Regional UAHC Board. February
1983, saw a unanimous resolution from the Southeast region for the
changing of this section. This resolution finally came in to fruition with
the 1985 announcement of a new revised Torah Commentary.
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Our History

During the 1980's, Congregation Etz Chaim grew by leaps and bounds.
Its membership rose from sixty members at the beginning of the dec-
ade to over three hundred members in 1990. In 1983, the Synagogue
acquired its own Torah from a Synagogue in Philadelphia that had
closed down. One of our members flew up to Philadelphia to get it.
Both the Torah and member flew back to Miami sitting on an adjacent
seats in the plane.

From August 4-7 1983, we were proud to host the 8th International

Conference of Gay and Lesbian Jews. Our theme, ",'RQVU — 'N"“MlI-
AMI,” “Who Are My People,” was carried on throughout the confer-
ence which included participants from all around the world as well as
their the families and friends.

«-@7
it
TMY-I17 o

o®
MI-AMI \250\

“WHO ARE MY PEOPLE?”

August 4-7, 1983

HOLIDAY INN. BRICKELL POINT

MIAML, FLORIDA
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At first we had problems finding a hotel to hold this conference. We were
turned down by many basically because we were a Gay organization. We
were warmly welcomed by the Holiday Inn Brickell.

i Sun Reporter Thursday, November 18, 1982

‘Hotel hun

frustrates
gay Jews

By LARRY PERI
Staff Writer
MIAMI BEACH

Y

lesbi ews selected

Don Neperker #s/s'z

¥ u se
the closet again

people

Please see Gays, page 26

Continued from page 26

Hunt

Doral Executive Director Joel Gray said he
undertood the coordinator’s request to be for a large
sign. and says. “We don't permit signs for any groupin
the lobby. We would put them (the group’s name) upon
the bulletin board.’

Gray says the group’s name ““wasn’t a determining
factor’ in rejecting the convention. “*We don’t do any
kosher catering.’” Gray said. "We never have and we
never will.”

The coordinator says he didn’t have a problem
finding a hotel for the past two conferences of the
group. Last yvear's convention was held at the
Sheraton-Universal in Los Angeles. The 1981
convention was held at the Holiday Inn-Independence
Square in Philadelphia

The coordinator savs his budget for the three-day
convention is 8115 per person. excluding hotel rooms

‘I don’t know many hotels over there (on the Beach)
that are doing so well (that) they wouldn't take us.”" he

says. 'l say they're using it as an excuse

Hes. marketing research shows that gay men and
women do more travelling and have more money for
ent nment than other consumers

He alleges. however, that hotels are saying, “We
want your money. but we don’t want vou.

The coordinator, who is
adds. T know 100 gay tr:
twice about booking here.”

He wonders if hotels might be guilty of
discrimination, but says he won't pursue the matter, 1
have better things to do with my life

For now, finding a hotel is his main concern, "“This is
an opportunity (for gay and lesbian Jews) to pray with
people who are like themselves. They 're dealing with
their Jud: n. and dealing with their gayness. This
(the convention) is one of the major things they look
forward to each year."”

a part-time travel agent,
vel agents who will think
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Eighth International Conference of Gay and Lesbian Jews

Metropolitan Community Synagogue of Greater Miami
Congregation Etz Chaim

19094 West Dixie Highway, North Miami Beach, Florida 33180

(305) 931-9318

(305) 756-6600

“WHO ARE MY PEOPLE?”

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / April 15, 1983

The 8th International Conference of Gay and Lesbian Jews will be held in
Miami, Florida, August 4th through 7th,

The word "Miami," when transliterated into Hebrew, becomes "Mi-Ami'" and
means "Who are my people?'" This fortunate coincidence provides a theme
for the conference which asks "Who are my people?" -- as Jews, as Gays
and Lesbians, and as responsible adults,

This year's conference participants will be afforded the opportunity to
participate in new, creative workshops, lead by authorities from both

South Florida and The World. '"The Future of the Gay/Lesbian Jew in the
Brave New World," "Tradition-the Glue that Keeps Us Together", and “Do

Your Parents Know Where You Are?', are just some of the topics to be covered.

A full schedule of religious services is planned, including: Friday night
Shabbat dinner and services at Temple Israel of Greater Miami and Havadallah,
under the stars. Additional special services have also been scheduled for
Saturday morning.

The South Florida Gay and Lesbian Community is going all out to show

you that, "We are glad you're here". Special events at the conference site,
discounts and parties throughout town, and post conference tours, make this
the perfect starting point for your summer vacation.

With Miami's easy accessibility to Europe and Latin America, and special
summer rates, more international participation is expected than ever before.

So come to Miami in August and:
-walk miles of our beautiful sandy beaches
-stretch your mind
-be seduced by balmy breezes and moonlit nights
-stand proudly with your Gay brothers and Lesbian sisters
-disgrace yourself completely at some of the best bars and discos in the world
-fatten your puny international address book
-love and respect your Jewishness, your sexuality and your humanity
-extend your vacation with our special tours
-be there

Sign up early, as registration is limited. For registration information,
contact: The 8th International Conference Coumittee, Metropolitan Community
Synagogue of Greater Miami, 19094 West Dixie Highway, North Miami Beach,
Florida 33180

Authorized By: THE WORLD CONGRESS OF GAY AND LESBIAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Later that same year, we hired our first professional staff person, Can-
tor Mindy Fliegelman. Cantor Fliegelman, an ordained cantor, con-
ducted our High Holyday services for three consecutive years. We
were also blessed to have Michael Greenspan as our occasional canto-
rial soloist beginning in 1985 and our full-time cantorial soloist begin-
ning in 1998, just after his serving as our President. Michael delighted
us with his accordion and knowledge of Jewish music from classical to
Klezmer.
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On August 23, 1991, we once again made history by installing our first
Rabbi, Rachel Hertzman. At the time, she was 33 years old, had two
children and was married to Rabbi Rex Perlmeter of Temple Israel of
Greater Miami. She was an instant hit. She served us until 1995, when
Rabbi Perlmeter accepted a position as Rabbi of the Baltimore Hebrew
Congregation.

Notice that now the Jewish Journal treats us with dignity...

]_Sﬂ'ﬂ.\“‘l 19,1991

} Minl-school — e
offers preview Ermasneent 90
Classes examine aupects of fodaim | Haam 290

Ty Local cou inemasonal _ 24A
helps Ethl s | Local 3A
Nobaracery at sbaception conter Mddie East 184
proy Shul thrives Baon 104

| along the Galt Opnions __ 36-39A
e Tiavet 20

CTUn] temgie § seccess iy

Rachel Hertzman:
d Wife, mother and
rabbi of South
Florida’s only

gay synagogue
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Our History - Our Bar/Bat Mitzvah

In May, 1987 we celebrated
our Bar/Bat Mitzvah. We had
a full house at the ceremony
with Rabbi Rachel Hertzman
officiating.

We also had a fabulous party
at the Konover Hotel on Miami
Beach.

METROPOL ITAN COMMUNITY

SYNAGOGUE, ETZ CHAIM #
BAR/BAT MITZVAH A”
CELEBRATION

MAY 9, 1987

KONOVER HOTEL
COLLINS AVENUE, MIAMI BEACH, FL

7:00 pm Cocktails (cash bar) %
8:00 pm Dinner & Dance with a ¥
l@g Live Band and a Spectacular Show

JOIN US IN HONORING
SYLVIA MURPHY
FOR HER UNTIRING DEVOTION TO OUR SYNAGOGUE

Sylvia Murphy
‘(Founding Member)

- » [rtA
A Eiy

||
llease call Fred S. for ticket information:

447-8740

Members $25.00

Friends $30.00
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In 1995 our landlord decided to raise our rent to something we could
not afford. After investing so much time and money at 19094 West
Dixie Highway we once again had to pack all of our belongings and put
them into a warehouse. No one did this for us. We did all the work by
ourselves, but where do we to go? Fortunately, one of our members
was a funeral director at Levitt-Weinstein and we arranged to tempo-
rarily use their chapel for our Friday night services. We could not do
this forever, as it was a favor, and some of our members felt a little
uncomfortable having services in a funeral parlor.

In spite of us having to leave our 17-year home we did come out ahead
that year. On July 21, 1995, our Shabbat service was conducted by our
new and openly-gay rabbi, Greg Kan- [ ; ~

ter. Rabbi Kanter led us for 7 years as
we held services at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church in Oakland Park. We
also rented a separate office in Wilton
Manors. Anticipating the arrival of his
adopted children and the urge to
move on to cooler pastures, in 2002,
Rabbi Kanter and his husband Mike
moved to Charleston, South Carolina,
where he became rabbi at temple
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim. He is now
the Rabbi at Temple B’rith Shalom in
Springfield, Ill.

Fortunately, we were not too long without a
rabbi as Rabbi Catherine Nemiroff conducted
her first Shabbat service on November 22nd. .
Sadly, Rabbi Nemiroff had to leave her post g
after only a few months of service. We were
once again dependent upon lay leadership until
March 2005, when Rabbi Harold Caminker be-
came our spiritual and ritual leader. Rabbi
Caminker served us for five years. During this
time, we were able to take over the units adja-
cent to our Wilton Manors’ office and create an
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absolutely beautiful sanctuary. It was named in
memory of our first president Jay Freier. We were
able to put up our memorial boards once again and
even have a lending library. We had a full time
office administrator, Sherry Davidson.

In 2010, we welcomed Rabbi Noah Kitty into the fold.
Rabbi Kitty joined our congregation in 2005. When
Rabbi Caminker went on to become the rabbinical lead-
er of Temple Beth El in Sarasota FL, Rabbi Kitty stepped
in to take his place until 2022 when she decided to fol-
low other paths and life’s ambitions. She was with us
for over 10 years.

In 2010 we once again became the wandering Jews as our landlord
raised our rent to a price beyond which we could afford. It was a very
sad time since we put so much time and money into making 1881 N.E.
26th Street into such a beautiful place. Fortunately, Rabbi Kitty had a
good working relationship with Rabbi Michael Gold of Temple Beth
Torah (later to become Temple Beth Torah Sha'aray Tzedek) in Tama-
rac, and for two years Rabbi Gold and the Temple were kind enough to
let us hold our services in their Chapel. We found that Tamarac was
too far for those congregants who lived near Wilton Manors. Sun
Trust bank owned a building in Wilton Manors close to 1881 N.E. 26th
Street they were not using since they erected a new building next
door. They were renting the old building to a church; we sublet it from
the church 2013 - 2015. In 2015, we moved to the Pride Center, our
current home.

In 2012, our beloved cantorial soloist, Michael Greenspan, who had
been with us for 19 years, began to show signs of dementia and was
not able to perform in his usual manner. Michael entered an assisted
living facility and passed away five years later in 2017. When Michael
could no longer serve us, we began our search for another cantorial
soloist. One of our members who had dual memberships in both our
Synagogue and Temple Beth Torah was friendly with one of Beth To-
rah’s members who not only was a musician, composer, and guitarist,
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but also was educated at prominent Jewish schools in New
York. Jerry Berkowitz agreed to be our cantorial soloist |
and was with us until July 2022. We all loved him.

3 In August of 2022, Etz Chaim hired _&
Marcia Weinstein as our spiritual
leader. She is a Cantorial Soloist
8 and Jewish Educator, as well as a current Rab-
binical Student at the Pluralistic Rabbinical
Seminary. We are thrilled to have her here!!

Throughout the years, Etz Chaim has been a
beacon and home for LGBTQI+ Jews, their fami-
lies and their friends. We are a place where all people can feel com-
fortable worshiping G-d and preserving their Jewish culture and herit-
age. We have been a strong influence as well as integral participant in
our community. Our Congregation opens up its heart to all people
who believe in living in peace and accepting one another as they are
without judgement.
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MAZEL TOV
Etz Chaim
On your 50th Anniverary

This is truly a time to rejoice!
This is the future we envisioned,
when we are free to love whom
we love.

May it continue without fear and

without prejudice.

Thank you for allowing us
To share in this moment.

Love to you all,

Ray Levi and

Scott Halderman

-
E
:
.

: (Ray Levi was our President from 1993 — 1995)
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Congratulations on providing 50 years of loving :4
memories, spirituality and friendships. :4
Gary Brown 0

In Honor of Howie Sorkin

and Dr. Murray Lichtenstein and all they have i
done for Etz Chaim.

Todah Rabah {

Lyn Saberg & Sharon Cohen )
(Lyn Saberg was our President from 2007—2010) 2

To Louis, Don and Board of Directors. E
Thanks for the memories and the many more to E
come in the future. E

Frank Goldsmith X

Congregation Etz Chaim at 50!l We celebrate !

e e NN NN N N N N NN N N N NN N N N N N N N N NN N N N N N N NN N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

a wonderful achievement. :4

/|

. . \

Leah Trachten and Regina Linder A

/|

)

)

)

)
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“ Daniel Smits & Howard Cheiken are happy and honored to be with you to celebrate the 50th M
“ anniversary of Congregation Etz Chaim. We have been part of the Congregation for over 40 years. H

|y Etz Chaim is our spiritual center of gravity, a stable source of connection with the community and H
\l the strength, joy, comfort and friendships that come with it. We applaud the Rabbis, Cantors,
|‘ Service Leaders, Governing Boards and Congregation members who have been with us in the H

|u past and are with us today, May Etz Chaim continue to flourish and grow. H
K )
K N
K — - —
K N
K )

(
i Congratulations to all membersand

N . . . N
¢ friends of Congregation Etz Chaim on N
i this glorious occasion. 0
[ N
t _ : N
¢ Bill and I look forward to continued N
M friendship and camaraderie foran-  }
[ N

I other fifty years. b
Ed Licberman and Bill Nissen N

&ggggggggséééséééééégggggggggg ﬂ
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¢ 3
¢ }
HI
U Happy 50th Awiversary Congregation Etz Chaim E
HI In Memory of two founding members ]
( . . A
H Charles Charens and Sidney Hovig s
(] A
( Love from s
(] i y
¢ Timothy Kuehwe s
f )
¢ }
( ]
0 )
7 g )
HI Thavk vou for providing a safe home y
> )
HI for my Shabbats )
> . . )
HI Sylvia, Victor and Panl Rodriguez :;
( Love from :
N Sulvia Kadoch :;
¢ J
( ]
¢ J
H{ )
U Congratulations to the committee E
HI For arranging such a beantiful GALA s
" Thank ou for making Congregation Ete Chaim |
( ) i }
( my “second howe, s
I o _ ;
Hi ove of warmth, friendship and learning. ;
Hi Thavks a willion from the bottom of my heart ’i
b )
H{ Love from )
7 . . )
HI Nina Brittou y
p )
( J
( J
( J
&EﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁEﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ
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Congregation

{9‘?‘ Etz (D)
<o" Cham e/c

Proud to be a part...
Right from the start...

It wasn’t in our wildest imagination
that we would reach this milestone when we began.

Hewie Sertein

Founding Member

Howie at Etz Chaim’s
First Anniversary

David Yalen (member 2,001 to 2,020) sends warm
wishes to Congregation Etz Chaim!
Happy 50th Etz Chaim.

Loving thanks to Howie S and fellow founders for
creating a welcoming home for 50 yrs. MARNA H.

Congratulations to Etz Chaim on achieving a half
century of service to the LGBTQ Jewish Community.

Bob Waterstone. President
Etz Chaim has guided me and my Jewish identity to manifest itself
over the last 8 years. There is a comfort level, never felt before,
where others show an interest in me for who | am.
Adam Perlman
Mazel Tov on our Golden Anniversary
Philip Budashewitz
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The Levin and Oakenell family
would like to give a big

MAZEL TOV

to Congregation Etz Chaim on its
Fabulous 50 Year Anniversary.

We are so happy to be a part of
this community.

E Excitement
T Together

Z Zealous

C Charming
H Happy

A Anniversary
1 Intriguing
M Motivated
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InRealEstate, the Artisinthe SERVICE

Experience ¢ Professionalism ¢ Integrity * Honesty * Communication  Results

Over 25 years selling experience!

Whether you're searching for a cozy retreat condo or a spacious dream home to fit
your lifestyle, I'll guide you every step of the way.

THOMAS R DWYER PA

Realtor

C:4
0:954

TOMDWYER825@MSN.COM

777 SOUTH FEDERAL HWY
FORTLAUDERDALE, FL33316

THOMASDWYERREALTOR

Bette
o HOMES

REAL ESTA

Serving: PalmBeach |'Broward | Miami-Dade Counties
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CONGRATULATIONS AND
BEST WISHES ON YOUR
50TH ANNIVERSARY.

A
©TZ
LARKN\

A4

LOVE,
HARLEY GREEN

Mazel Tov on 50 years.
Thank you for being the shul that we met
at
40 years ago.
Sandy Glazer and Mindy Zimmerman
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| Let Daddy Fix It! |
[ Computer Repair Services )

: Steve Greenfield D
! (561) 762-0778 N
) steve@letdaddyfixit.com R
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Congregation

Etz (')
Q__J

954 - 564-9232
www.EtzChaimFlorida.org
info@etzchaim.org
PO Box 23399
Oakland Park, FL 33307

Services are held on the Pride Center Campus:
2038 N. Dixie Highway
Wilton Manors, FL 33305
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